[Immunohistochemical absence of adrenergic neurons in the dorsal part of the solitary tract nucleus in sudden infant death].
The immunohistochemical distribution of TH and PNMT containing neuronal elements was investigated utilizing peroxidase anti-peroxidase methods in newborn control and sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) brainstems. The TH immunoreactive neurons, within the medulla oblongata, displayed a similar distribution in both control and SIDS tissue. However, PNMT immunoreactive neurons seen in the dorsal part of the nucleus of tractus solitarius in control tissue were not observed in SIDS tissue. This alteration of adrenergic neurons in the dorsal part of NTS (region reported to be implicated in the control of blood pressure and respiration) could explain the cardiorespiratory disorders in SIDS.